
Human Osteology 
Forensic Anthropology Short Course 

Sample Daily Course Schedule 

TUESDAY TOPIC/ACTIVITY 

8:00-8:10 Course Registration 
(lobby of WU/KBI Forensic Science Center, located at 2001 SW Washburn Ave, Topeka, KS)

8:10-8:30 Introduction- Course, instructors, & participants 

8:30-9:10 Laboratory: Rules, Procedures, Remains Handling, & Organization- 
Lecture followed by tour of laboratory classroom 

9:10-9:45 Introduction to Forensic Anthropology- Lecture 

9:45-9:55 Break 

9:55-10:10 Bone Quiz #1- Osteology Pre-test 

10:10-11:10 Intro to the Adult Skeleton & Anatomical Terminology- Lecture 

11:10-12:00 Skeletal Features- Lecture with hands-on materials/demonstrations 

12:00-1:00 Lunch (FYI- welcome packet includes on and off-campus dining options) 

1:00-3:30 Anatomical Position & Terminology, Bone ID & Siding- Lab Assignment 

3:30-3:40 Break 

3:40-5:00  Differentiating Human vs. Non-human Bone- Lecture followed by Hands-
on Lab    

WEDNESDAY TOPIC/ACTIVITY 

8:00-8:45 Bone Quiz #2 

8:45-9:30 Joints of the Human Skeleton- Lecture with hands-on materials/ 
demonstrations  

9:30-11:00 The Skeleton of the Upper Limb- Lecture 

11:00-11:10 Break 

11:10-12:00 Upper Limb- Lab Assignment 

12:00-1:00 Lunch 

1:00-3:15 The Skeleton of the Lower Limb- Lecture 

3:15-3:25 Break 

3:25-4:25 Lower Limb- Lab Assignment 

4:25-5:00 Bones of the Hands & Feet- Lab Assignment 

Sample for informational purposes 

only. Actual yearly schedule may 

change or deviate



 
   

 
THURSDAY 

  
TOPIC/ACTIVITY 

8:00-8:45  Bone Quiz #3 

8:45-9:45 
 

The Skeleton of the Thorax- Lecture  

9:45-10:45  Thorax- Lab Assignment 

10:45-10:55  Break 

10:55-12:00  The Bones of the Skull- Lecture  

12:00-1:00  Lunch 

1:00-1:20 
 

The Bones of the Skull continued- Lecture  

1:20-1:50  How to Identify and Sort Skull Fragments- Lecture 

1:50-2:00 
 

Break 

2:00-5:00  Skull- Lab Assignment 

   
 
 

FRIDAY 
 

TOPIC/ACTIVITY 

8:00-8:45  Bone Quiz #4 

8:45-10:00 
 

Introduction to the Teeth: Anatomy, Odontogenesis, Identification, & 
Siding- Lecture 

10:00-10:10 
 

Break 

10:10-11:10  Learning the Incisors, Premolars, Canines, Molars- Lab Assignment 

11:10-12:00  Tooth Anatomy, X-rays, Tooth Numbering- Lab Assignment 

12:00-1:00 
 

Lunch 

1:00-2:35 
 

Tooth ID- Lab Assignment 

2:35-2:45  Break 

2:45-3:45  Skeletal Variants: Nonmetrics, Pathologies, & Trauma- Lab Assignment 

3:45-4:45  Bones Quiz #5- Final Course Competency Test 

4:45-5:00  Course Closing: Final Q&A, Presentation of Certificates  

 


